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BCSD Parent Consultative Committee (PCC) Meeting 
November 6, 2025
Meeting Minutes 7:00 – 8:30 PM, virtual meeting via Zoom
Attendees
Committee: Brianne Braun, Nora Maldonado, Joy Santos, Emily Watts
Parents: Marissa Boyle, Leigh Chan, Franck Hohnadel, Elizabeth Ko, Gwen Wong
BCSD Administrators: Cathy Bennett – Principal, Jennifer Zuvic - Vice Principal
Burnaby School District: Kathryn Yamamoto - Director of Instruction

Minutes
Updates:

PCC - Brianne
· Yasu Shigemitsu has stepped down from the PCC. We thank Yasu for his many years of service as the Elementary Liaison to the PAC – Elementary (South Slope). 
· The PCC is pleased to welcome Emily Watts, both to the school community and to the PCC, as the new Elementary Liaison to the PAC – Elementary. 
BCSD – Cathy/Jennifer 
· 34 elementary school students 
· 50 high school students
· 3 new students coming soon (2 elementary, 1 high school)
· Burnaby Schools District Principal David Grieve has retired 
· The District Principal position will not be filled
· Kathryn Yamamoto – Director of Instruction, now oversees BCSD and will be the Burnaby Schools representative involved with the PCC going forward
· Student teachers: 
· Brittany, Deaf, from SFU, working with grades 3-5, will finish in December. Hoping she will apply to work at BCSD. She was formerly an EA.
· Silas, DHH, from SFU, working at the high school, teaching English, will also be graduating in December. 
· Rheanne, from UBC, started recently, working with Polly’s class. She is a former interpreter. 
· Jake, a SODA, will start in February 2026 in science classes at the high school. 
· Staffing updates:
· Nicole – is a new teacher, is Deaf, from Saskatchewan, teaching primary classes, started this fall
· Julia – grade 6/7 teacher, currently on leave to do a master’s program. She’s expected back for 2026-2027
· Jenine – new teacher (former EA), teaching grade 6/7 until Julia is back
· Bowen – is a teacher on call
· Madison – going on a maternity leave., currently doing interviews for replacement, replacement to start Dec 8.
· Raakhee – YCCW, splitting her time between both schools (BCSD used to have two YCCWs, but dropped down to one due to budget constraints)
· Indigenous Engagement Worker – brought on last spring, but is now on leave, working on replacement
· Two people doing work experience at the elementary school. Kianna is a BCSD high school student, Eden, former BCSD student, is now in the ECE program
· IEP meetings have been completed
· Deaflympics in Japan this month – five BCSD students/families are attending
· Newsletter, monthly for high school, every 2-3 months for elementary
· Excited to share that YCTD: Youth Canada Tournament of the Deaf (for high school students) will be hosted by BCSD in May 2027!
· Fundraising will need to be done for YCTD (catering, event swag, etc.), and volunteers will also be needed
South Slope PAC – Emily
· South Slope PAC meeting was on Oct 21. Meeting minutes are not posted yet. There was a financial update and discussion around the affordability funds. Also reviewed fundraising – most will  be the same as last year. Next meeting is in Nov 18. 
Burnaby South PAC – Joy
· Burnaby South PAC meeting was on Oct. 15. Nothing discussed pertaining to BCSD. New chair this year, and new members of the PAC. Social is Dec 11, parents welcome. 
BCSD Website – Cathy
· New website is up and running: https://bcdeafschool.burnabyschools.ca/
· Easier to find, more user friendly 
· The previous web designer moved on, but we started working with a new web designer a couple of weeks ago. Still making improvements at this time. 
· Brianne and Cathy will connect to get PCC info added to the website
Provincial Resource Program Review Status – Cathy
· PRP Quality Review should be happening this year, no new information to share. 
BCSD Budget/Transportation Budget – Kathryn 
· As David shared last year, budget is very tight. There is a lump sum given, instead of specific line items. 
· Slight reduction to this year’s budget, but not huge
· Last year we were overbudget, everything costs more, including transportation
· David met with transportation companies to try and find efficiencies (more children in each van), while minimizing impacts to the kids (keeping run times as reasonable as possible)
· Cathy, Jennifer, and Kathryn will meet with both transportation companies and continue to review routes. 
· This is a top priority and work is ongoing. We know parents are concerned about how much time their kids are spending in transit. We can provide an update at the next PCC meeting.
· Grade 10/11/12 students are being encouraged to take the SkyTrain. Most Grade 8/9 students on Lynch/Wheels, but can also take SkyTrain, if parents in support
· Brianne followed up on the PCC’s previous request to David for Burnaby Schools to provide BCSD parents with clear written info regarding current budget constraints
· Parents want to advocate, support the work that Burnaby Schools is already doing, but can’t without concrete info to refer to. (e.g. Funding hasn’t increased in over 10 years, shift from line items to lump sum (forcing District to choose between transportation and staffing, one example), reduction in staff positions, etc.
· Kathryn will review budget factors with Cathy and Jennifer and can provide more detailed info to parents at the next PCC meeting, to help parents better understand what the impacts are
· Regarding the letter from the PCC advocating for transportation funding – Kathryn confirmed that the letter was only shared within Burnaby Schools (not up the chain to the Ministry of Education and Child Care nor the Ministry of Finance).
· Brianne asked if Burnaby Schools had existing contacts within the MECC and MFIN who already have a good understanding of these issues. The PCC would like to share the letter and target any advocacy to those specific individuals.
· Kathryn said she will check with the Secretary-Treasurer on that and let us know
· David did a lot of advocacy to increase overall budget/transportation budget, Kathryn is committed to continuing this advocacy work

New Business:

Transportation
· Brianne – Thanks to Cathy and Jennifer for their responsiveness to parents around concerns re: transportation challenges
· There are concerns around drivers not knowing any ASL, including those that have been on the job for years. At least basic ASL should be required of all drivers, for safety reasons, and to support good relationships between drivers and the kids. What expectation does BCSD have of drivers? 

· Cathy – met with both Wheels and Lynch about this. Lynch had 2-3 drivers sign up for the free online ASL class (offered by the Oklahoma School for the Deaf). Don’t have numbers for Wheels. It’s an ongoing conversation. 
· Kathryn added that Wheels was going to provide some time for drivers, and encourage their drivers, to learn basic ASL, with a focus on safety
· Cathy, Jennifer, and Kathryn will follow up with both companies

· Brianne – Recognizing that BCSD is doing its best to minimize impacts on students while working within a tight budget, there are concerns about the length of time some kids are on transit. For example, my daughter’s van time increased by 4 – 4.5 hours a week compared to last year. That is not reasonable.
· We would like to see conversation around maximum transit times, as long hours in the van is not fair to kids. Other Deaf schools have guidelines/policies around maximum times on transportation, we would like BCSD to do the same (based on what’s reasonable for different geographic locations).
Announcements/Questions: 
· Gwen – We’re all very sad about the news of the Deaf Children’s Society of BC (DCS) closing. Global News is doing a piece on the closure. 
· My daughter had a smooth transition from DCS to BCSD, along with many other families. How much do the other two early intervention organizations (i.e. BC Family Hearing Resource Society (BCFHRS) and the Children’s Hearing & Speech Centre of BC (CHSC)) know about BCSD and do they share this information with families?  

· Jennifer – BCFHRS holds an annual education fair and BCSD does get students from BCFHRS (this year, two kindergarten students came from BCFHRS)
· Brianne – the DCS preschool closed last year. BCFHRS does have a bilingual preschool
· Cathy – It is heartbreaking. I met with the Ministry in the spring to discuss what BCSD could do to support 3-5 year olds who no longer have the DCS preschool (on site at BCSD) as an option. We’ll continue to have conversations with the District and the Ministry regarding how BCSD can support kids in this age range. 

· Elizabeth – How is funding split between South Slope and BCSD? 

· Kathryn – South Slope and Burnaby South have separate funding and budgets as part of the Burnaby School District. BCSD receives its own funding, split between BCSD Elementary and BCSD Secondary. BCSD is able to access some District services, but the budgets are separate. 

· Gwen – Thanks to Cathy and Jen on the great communication with high school families.  

Upcoming Meetings
· Feb 5, 2026
· May 7, 2026
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