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BC School for the Deaf  
 

School Plan 2026-2027 
 
 
OUR STORY 
  
WHO WE ARE? 
 
The BC School for the Deaf (BCSD) is the only specialized school for Deaf and 
Hard-of-Hearing (D/HH) students in the province of British Columbia. As the sole 
school of its kind, BCSD plays a vital role in providing an inclusive and supportive 
learning environment that centres both American Sign Language (ASL) and English. 
This bilingual approach ensures that students have full access to communication, 
learning, and identity development. 

BCSD serves as a hub for fostering Deaf culture, ASL fluency, and Deaf pride, while 
offering a wide range of academic programs, extracurricular opportunities, and 
student support services to promote success for every learner. The school also plays 
an important role in connecting students and families to the broader Deaf 
community across the province, supporting advocacy, social engagement, and a strong 
sense of belonging within Deaf culture. 

WHAT ARE WE DOING WELL? 
 
We are proud to provide an inclusive, bilingual learning environment where students 
have access to both ASL and English. We actively promote Deaf culture and 
identity, ensuring that students feel seen, valued, and supported in their learning 
and development. 

Our staff are committed to building strong, trusting relationships with students and 
families, centring Deaf voices, and fostering thriving academic achievement through 
engaging, personalized, and meaningful learning experiences. We also provide a range 
of extracurricular activities, leadership opportunities, and community connections 
that enrich students’ educational experiences and support their overall growth and 
well-being. 

 



  

Enhancing Student Learning Report 2026-27  
 

 

Page 2  

 
HOW DO WE KNOW?  
 
We see students increasingly confident in both ASL and English as they 
communicate, express themselves, connect with others and grow as independent, 
engaged members of their school and community. This growth is further supported 
through opportunities to engage with Deaf role models, participate in school-wide 
community-based activities, and connect with other schools for the Deaf across 
Canada, which broaden students’ perspectives and strength their understanding of 
the world.   
 
We know this growth is demonstrated in multiple forms of evidence, including 
student progress reports, goals within Individual Educational Plans (IEPs), and 
ongoing assessment data in literacy, numeracy, and ASL. Classroom participation, 
ASL use across settings, and involvement in leadership, extracurricular, and cultural 
activities further reflect students’ increasing confidence, agency, and connection to 
the learning community. These sources of evidence also highlight students’ growth in 
communication, collaboration, and self-advocacy skills essential for independence and 
lifelong learning.  

During the 2025-2026 school year, at the elementary level, we successfully 
continued the implementation of literacy, numeracy, and ASL assessments. At the 
secondary level, we continued compiling individual student literacy progress 
portfolios initiated last year. This year, we expanded the OneDrive student progress 
data repository to include students’ progress data in numeracy and ASL (both 
receptive and expressive skills), supporting more consistent documentation and 
access across grade levels. 

Moving forward, we will continue to strengthen our assessment approach by 
incorporating multiple forms of evidence that capture student learning across 
academic, communicative, and social-emotional domains. This includes the 
implementation of social-emotional learning assessments alongside existing academic 
measures. These enhancements will support a more comprehensive understanding of 
each learner by integrating diverse sources of data and providing clearer insights to 
guide instructional planning, targeted supports, and ongoing progress. monitoring. 
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OUR FOCUS:  
 
Our focus is to strengthen student learning and well-being through supporting the 
social-emotional learning (SEL) of Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing (D/HH) students and 
systematically using of individual student progress to inform instruction and support 
student growth. 
 
1) Rationale for supporting social emotional learning 
 
The rationale for SEL for D/HH students is grounded in the understanding that 
social-emotional skills are essential for student well-being, identity development, 
and academic success. D/HH learners have unique and diverse linguistic, 
communication, cognitive and social experiences; intentional instruction and 
assessment in SEL supports their ability to build and maintain healthy relationships, 
develop self-awareness, identity and engage effectively across diverse 
environments. 
 
STRATEGIES: (to support Focus) 
 
Goal 1: Strengthening Social-Emotional Learning of Deaf/Hard of Hearing Students  
 
Strategies:  

• Develop and implement SEL resources and instructional supports tailored to 
D/HH learners, highlighting ASL as a language of instruction and considering 
the cognitive impacts of language deprivation.  

• Integrate SEL instruction into classroom practice through explicit 
instruction, modelling, and daily routines.  

• Collaborate between teaching and support staff to build foundational 
knowledge and consistent understanding and use of SEL language and 
practices across grade levels.  

• Provide developmentally appropriate opportunities for students to develop 
social emotional skills including self-awareness, communication, emotional 
regulation, and relationship-building skills. 
 

Success Indicators: 
• Increased student engagement and participation in classroom (academic) and 

school (social) activities.  
• Observable improvement in students’ social interactions and self-regulation 

skills.  



  

Enhancing Student Learning Report 2026-27  
 

 

Page 4  

• Increased consistency in SEL practices across classrooms, as reported by 
teaching and support staff.  

• Student self-report and/or teacher observations indicate improved well-being 
and sense of belonging. 

 
2) Rationale for using individual student progress data 

The rationale for collecting and organizing individual student data is to ensure that 
instruction is responsive, targeted, and evidence-informed across a student 
population with increasingly diverse linguistic, communicative, cognitive, and social 
backgrounds. Systematic collection of academic (literacy, numeracy, ASL, and other 
assessment) and social (conflict resolution, relationship building, self-awareness 
identity) data enables educators to monitor student progress over time, identify 
strengths and areas for growth, and plan appropriate instructional supports. 
Additionally, collection of these data support administrators in working with 
educators to respond effectively to student needs. Consistency in decision-making 
regarding individualized intervention allows for services to be allocated and 
implemented in a timely fashion, promoting overall students’ success. 

Goal 2: Enhancing Individual Student Data Collection and Use 
 
Strategies: 

• Systematically collect and organize individual student data in literacy, 
numeracy, ASL, and other relevant assessments using the OneDrive student 
progress portfolios. 

• Develop consistent assessment practices across elementary and secondary 
levels to ensure continuity of data collection.  

• Expand the assessment framework to include a broader range of measures to 
support holistic understanding of student learning.  

• Use data to inform both class-wide instructional planning in addition to 
individualized differentiation and interventions. 
 

Success Indicators: 
• Complete and up-to-date student data profiles are maintained for all 

students.  
• Teachers regularly use data to inform instruction and intervention planning.  
• Improved identification of student strengths and areas for growth.  
• Evidence of increased consistency in assessment practices across grades and 

programs. 


